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Captain’s Corner 

 
Seamus Mallon passed away in January, the first Deputy First Minister of 
Northern Ireland. I was struck by a quote in his obituary which credited him 
with the following words... 
 
“A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know 
they will never sit”.  
 
I thought this was a good metaphor (if a bit sexist) for the stewardship of 
our club which is really in all our care. 
 
Well, I promised to talk about golf this month after my initial ramblings at 
Christmas, but I need to start by saying that the least welcome, but        
inevitable consequence of being Captain is that on occasion, one needs to 
report to members the passing of one of our number. My first on 10th     
January was Brian Turnbull, who I never really knew, but I do know that 
many members had known him for much of their adult lives, and as a result, 
it touches everyone in some way. I know how shaken I was when my one-
time four-ball partner John McLeish passed away a few years ago, but all we 
can do is remember them fondly, and honour them by enjoying the golf time 
we have left. Hopefully you all manage to stay alive for the next two years 
(at least). 
 
This month, I'd like to ramble a little bit about etiquette. I should start by 
saying that I really don't think we have a problem collectively that needs 
addressing, but the subject choice was triggered by a failing of my own. I do 
happen to think it's important. It's also the thing that marks golf out as 
stuffy and old-fashioned for some people. There will be people in the club 
who want to uphold tradition at all costs, others who think we should move 
on and that etiquette isn't important. The problem is that etiquette is such a 
broad subject, it's obvious that some of it should have a higher priority than 
others. I don't know anyone who would refuse to shake the hand of a      
colleague at the end of a round, but does it matter if you remove your hat 
first ? A relic of a bygone age ? Maybe so. I do it because I was taught that 
was the thing to do – almost 50 years ago,  and it's just a habit, but I  
wouldn't ever be offended if people didn't.  
 
I prefer to think of it as awareness. You can fail your driving test for failing to 
show consideration to other road users, so why should a lack of consideration 
be acceptable on the golf course ? Many things fall into consideration, I don't 
need to list them, we all know already, but they all have one thing in      
common – awareness. So please try to be generally aware of what is going 
on around you and we'll all enjoy our golf more. 
 

Continued... 
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This subject was triggered by an incident back in  
October when I was called out for walking on the line 
of a putt, and the victim pointing out that I'd also 
done it on the 4th green. How long have I been doing 
it before it was pointed out ? I have no clue, but this 
stuff does matter, and I'm really glad the member 
involved called me out for it. Hopefully as a reformed 
character, people will enjoy playing with me slightly 
more in future.  
 
I think our behaviour is of the highest order, but that 
doesn't mean we shouldn't be aware of when we 
could improve. It's the old incremental 1%           
improvements that can make a difference. 
 
Next month, I'll probably talk about the new(ish) 
rules as an introduction to the new season, but I'd 
like to close with a word about our volunteers. The 
committee is quite visible and accountable, but the 
volunteers are none of those things. These are the 
folks who man the office, (try to) keep the clubhouse 
and changing rooms tidy, clean the areas around the 
shoe cleaners, tend to the garden and who generally 

give up quite a lot of their own time without question 

or any expectation of reward. There are more of them 
than you might think, but they are the backbone of 
the club, and without them, the club would struggle 
to survive. You know who you are, so Thank You. 
 
If you see something that needs doing, yes, report it 
to the nearest committee member, either directly or 
via the suggestion book, but please consider that it 
might be because we are short of a volunteer to do it, 
and that you might be just the man or woman (or 
indeed junior) to step up. 
 
On a related subject, please try to support the fund-
raiser at the end of March in whatever way you can. 
As you know, we pledged to try to find new ways to 
bring money into the club so that we aren't         
completely reliant on subscription increases in the 
future. 
 
Also, I'm planning to leave the club with a legacy  
trophy, and my current thought is for it to honour our 
volunteers in some way, so I'll be receptive to ideas. 
 

Maybe something like this... 
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Captain’s Corner (continued) 

Rod, 

Club Captain. 



 

 

Match News 
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Malcolm Kirkwood, 
Match Secretary 

I won’t try to describe A.R.’s game , beyond saying 
the way he played it would have taken him three 

years of solid practice to work his way up to where he 
could be called a duffer. 

 
PAUL GALLICO 

From “Golf Is A Nice Friendly Game” 

Winter League  
 

The Winter League has been as competitive as ever this year and with only 2 rounds 
remaining at the time of writing, David Davidson has a narrow 3-point lead over 
Alan Milligan on 383 points. Both Alastair McGowan and Alastair Millar are closest 
challengers on 368 points. 
 
The Winter Pairs has been every bit as close this year, with James Jamieson & Lee 
Gourlay holding off Robert Watson & Graham Smith and Paul McColm & Robin    
Murray in a slender lead with one round to go. 
 
Alan Milligan also leads the eclectic and magic two’s race in what has been a very 
impressive winter season for him. 
 
The Winter Programme wraps up on Sunday 22nd with the traditional Two’s Final 
that is open to anyone who has played a minimum 10 events throughout the winter 
and will be followed by the winter prize giving. The draw for Two’s Final will be  
posted the week before. 
 

Opening Day 
 
There will be an Opening Day Texas Scramble on Sunday 29th March and full details 
will be available soon. 
 
The full 2020 season fixture list is available now on the club website at 
www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

Quote...Unquote 

 

Course Review 
 

We have now received new 
certificates for our course as 
a result of the 5-yearly 
Course Review which took 
place towards the end of 
last year.   
 

SSS 
 
The good news is that the 
par for the 3 measured 
courses (Red, White and 
Yellow tees) has not 
changed.  The Standard 
Scratch Score (SSS) from 
the Red tees remains at 72 
but for the White tees, it 

has increased by one to 70 
and from the Yellow tees, it 
has reduced by one to 68. 
 

CSS 
 
This makes no difference to 
how we play the course or 
score on the scorecards, it 
is only relevant for handicap 
adjustment calculations. For 
any competition, the 
calculation of a Competition 
Scratch Score (CSS) will 
happen as before and 
handicap adjustments will 
be based on whether 
players are above or below 
that CSS.  So, again, there 
is no real difference. 
 
We are in the process of 

ordering more scorecards 
and these will be edited to 
show the updated SSS for 
each of the measured 
courses.   

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
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EGGS news 

Come and Join Us 
 
The EGGS meet every   
Friday for the draw at 9:45 
and anyone 55 or over who 
wants good sociable golf 
and excellent company is 
welcome to join us for the 
princely sum of £2 for a 
year’s membership.  
 
And currently only £2 per 
Friday sweep, too. 

Fund Raising 
 
As one incentive to try to raise some funds for the club’s coffers, it was 
voted by EGGS members to donate £1 for every time we put the ball in the 
ponds at the 9th and 11th holes in bounce and medal games throughout the 
2020 season. 
 
These funds will be added to other initiatives we will be arranging in 2020 
for the clubhouse’s refurbishment.  
 
We expect this to be a good, fun initiative and to deliver lots of friendly 
banter and also some cash to the club’s cause. 
 
Maybe this is something other sections of the club could introduce? 
 

 

Volunteers, please 
 

We are always on the  
lookout for volunteers to 

help in the Office,  
particularly as we enter the 
main season and go to  
longer hours and 
(preferably) a 7-days a 
week service.  If you are 
happy to offer some time 
and are ok with computers 
(for the email, tee booking 
and membership systems 
we operate), answering the 
phone and dealing with  
visitors then please get in 
touch.  Even the odd day to 
cover other absences would 
be helpful. Steve Groome, 

EGGS Captain. 

Thai Kitchen 

Open again for business... 
 
Here at the clubhouse, it’s great to see Duangjai & Mark back from their 
holiday in Thailand.  Welcome back guys, hope it’s not too cold, wet and 
windy for you! 
 
The Winter opening hours are as follows: 
 
Mon 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. (No Thai food) 
Tue Closed 
Wed 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Thu Closed 
Fri 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Sat 9 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Sun 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
 
You can see their full menu on the next page and more details on their  
Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Caterer/Thai-kitchen-
Kirkcudbright-1877843742468470/  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Caterer/Thai-kitchen-Kirkcudbright-1877843742468470/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Caterer/Thai-kitchen-Kirkcudbright-1877843742468470/
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Thai Kitchen 
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Player Profile 

 
What’s your handicap right now?    + 1 
 
And what’s the lowest it has been?   +1 
 
What's the best course you have played?    
Royal St George’s. 
 
What course would you most like to play that you  
haven't?  TPC Sawgrass, Florida. 
 
If you could only play links or parkland for the rest of 
your life what would you choose?  Parkland. 
 
Who would you pick to hole a 6-foot putt to win you 
£100?  Ian Poulter. 
 
Best player you've played with or against?  With, Lou 
Tan (Hong Kong golfer) - Against, John Daly Jnr. 
  
What has been your best moment in golf?  Shooting 3 
under in shocking weather to lead the first round of the 
Welsh Men’s Amateur open. Don’t ask about rounds two 
and three!! 
 
Who would be your dream 4-ball?        Rory McIlroy,  
Tiger Woods and Jack Whitehall for the laugh!! 
 
What is your favourite club in the bag?   My Putter. 
 
If you could change one thing about golf, what would it 
be?  I wish the current UK Handicap system was 
the same around the world, it is so much more  
accurate.    
 
What's the best piece of advice you've ever been given? 
If you fail to prepare, prepare to fail, and I do like  
“if you can see it you can be it”. 

 
What's your bogey hole at Kirkcudbright?  15, always 
seem to struggle to hit it. 
 
Do you have any golfing superstitions?   
I never use a marker I have had from a course where I 
had a bad round!! 
 
Away from golf, what are your other interests? I like 
watching Rugby Union, NFL and listening to music. 

Every now and again, we’ll ask a member to answer a few golfing questions and to reveal a little more about 

themselves off the golf course.  This edition gives us some insight into a great youngster from the club...  

 

Player Profile  

Cameron Gray 
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Advance Notice of POP-UP PRE-USED SALE  

WHEN: Saturday and Sunday 21st and 22nd March. 
         

WHERE : The Tourist Information Office in the Harbour Square, Kirkcudbright . 
 

WHAT: Household items, books, CDs, DVDs, good quality clothing, preserves, golf equipment, etc. 

 
 
If you have items that you would like to donate, please hold on to them until the time of the Sale.  If that is not 
possible, we can store them at Kempleton Mill, Twynholm. (Call Donald 07711 083 009 or Tony 0777 999 2319, 
for details). 
 
We will be looking for Helpers to assist in the running of the Sale, so if you are available to help, please leave 
your name and contact details at the Office at the Club, stating when you are available. We will be open on the 
Saturday and Sunday as above from 10am to 4pm, and will also need help on Friday 20th, and on the Sunday 
evening.  
 

For any other information or queries, please call Donald as above,  
Hilary on 07860 350647 or the Club Office on 01557 330 314. 

 
PURPOSE OF THE FUNDRAISING:  
To promote the game of Golf in Kirkcudbright.  

DID YOU KNOW ? 

Up to the early 1970s, Kirkcudbright was a 9 hole golf course. 
 
The layout was : 
1st  As it is today 
2nd  You walked up from behind the 1st green, then down to your left, and played 
a very difficult par 3 (approx. 220yds uphill) to the present 14th green 
3rd and 4th were the current 2nd and 3rd 
5th was a short par 3 played from the back of the current 3rd green down to a 
green in the area of the winter tee for the current 4th hole. 
6th, 7th,8th and 9th were the current 15th , 16th ,17th, and 18th. 
Par was a tough 32, and the SSS was 67 
 
Details of the conversion to 18 holes to follow next issue. 
 
 

David Picken & Donald Shamash. 
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Kirkcudbright Golf Club  

Stirling Crescent 

Kirkcudbright 

Dumfries & Galloway 

DG6 4EZ 
 

Telephone: 01557 330314 

E-mail: office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

 

Website:  www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

Keep In Touch 

Social media 
 

https://www.facebook.com/kirkcudbrightgolf/ 

 

https://twitter.com/search?vertical=default&q=kbtgolfclub 

 

https://www.instagram.com/kbt_golf 
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The Last Word (from the Editor) 

Winter golf?  Ha! 
 

No, I’m not obsessed with the weather but I will have to mention it at least once more.  It feels like we’ve been battered 

this month and with all the flooding in other parts of the UK at the moment, it seems like it hasn’t stopped.  However, I’m 

reliably informed that the rainfall for February this year is about normal.  Perhaps if you can’t get out to the course to 

play golf, you could get some practice in on the PC/Wii/X-Box/Other games console.  At least you’ll be warm and dry! 

The Committee are planning to make some major and some minor improvements to the clubhouse in the coming months 

so if you’re okay with a bit of DIY (painting, decorating, woodwork, minor repairs), please keep your ears and eyes open 

for announcements here in this newsletter, in the weekly update email and in the clubhouse chatter, as we’ll be looking 

for some volunteers to get stuck in and give the place a little bit of TLC (that’s Tender Loving Care, I’m sure you knew). 

Well, I’m off to beat Tiger Woods at Pebble Beach in a matchplay game*, hopefully 10 and 8, so I can get back to the  

clubhouse nice and early and have myself a long, cool beer. 

See you on the course, hopefully soon, once the weather improves, of course... 

The Editor. 

 

* On PlayStation 4, that is.  

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/kirkcudbrightgolf/
https://twitter.com/search?vertical=default&q=kbtgolfclub
https://www.instagram.com/kbt_golf

