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Spring 2024

Captain’s Corner

Photo above : Magnolia

Meteorological Spring has finally sprung, the days are lengthening and there are
glimpses of white and pink blossom around the course, the season beckons. My
first mention of the Opening Day Competition, Sunday March 31st, a 9am walk up ..
for all members, Senior and Junior. We shall play, as usual, a Texas Scramble with In this issue...
a shotgun start off multiple tees, let’s hope for a good day.

Captain’s Corner ............... 1
As has been the pattern in recent years, the winter has been mild but very wet. The
forecast is a little better now so with luck we’ll see ourselves on the full course very GOIf-A-LOEEO w.evvvvienecienses 2
soon. We welcome Claire McCarlie as Assistant Greenkeeper this month — please SEUMPEd ..ovvvrirereeeieeenn. 3
take care of our team and the greens and surrounds; pitchforks to the fore, as the ,
greens will mark very easily early in the season. EGGS’ News ................. 4-9

. : Are Birdies good for you? . 10
We have been receiving a number of queries about DotGolf, our newly adopted

system operated by Scottish Golf which we use for bookings and subscriptions. I'm Kookaburras .................. 11

not the most IT literate but I think the following sums up where we are with regard The Last Word
to online operations. Our
club website has still got
contact information and
that's where to look for the
2024 fixtures. It also has a
link to 2024 competition
results. The DotGolf website
will be the place with the
most information (https://

sg.sct.DotGolf.co.uk) for
members on a day to day

U o -~ . - basis. It contains your
DOTG O L F handicap index an»:j scores,
your profile, bookings and

account information (both subscription and purse) and rules of golf. It is the place
to book tee times from home. The SG App has a more limited range of functions
but is ideal for making/amending a booking, checking the rules and entering a
scorecard. Most of us will find using the ‘kiosk’ screen in the clubhouse the ideal
place for entering club competitions with the usual paper sheets up in the changing
room and corridor noticeboards for match play, Opens, etc. I'm sure there will
always be people around to advise on these matters if anyone is struggling.

It's been great to welcome back Duangjai and Mark to the Thai Kitchen, as well as
some great new soups—the Dim Sum deserves special mention.

Thanks to the new committee members and office staff for being busy and effective
in their roles. If any members have outstanding subscriptions, the direct banking
transfer is preferred but all other methods are available as usual via the office,
don't forgot to collect your 2024 sticker!

If you have any news or photos for future newsletters they are always gratefully

received to the office email (office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk).

12th Green, March 2024

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the 31st and thereafter as
the competitions come thick and fast. Happy golfing!

Chris Jones, Club Captain.

PS Work is progressing on integrating the Club Website and DotGolf to improve
functionality and UX (user experience). This includes the Tee Booking facility being

added to the Club website.


https://sg.set.DotGolf.co.uk
https://sg.set.DotGolf.co.uk
mailto:office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk?subject=Newsletter

Winter golf

Is that going Out of Bounds, again?

S

Aim, Fire, etc.?




Winter golf (cont...)

« Left : Putting out at
the 18th and
looking forward to
the warmth and
comfort of the
lounge and a nice,
hot drink.

March, 2024.



Golf-A-Lotto

GOLFALOTTO
YOU'VE GOT TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!

Help your club and give yourself a chance
to win big prizes.

The more people who join,
the bigger the prizes will be.

Sign up TODAY and encourage your friends and relations to join too.

Contact the office at office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
or ring us on 01557 330 314

S

Golf-A-Lotto Results

We've had 3 more draws since the last newsletter and the lucky winners (who each won £60) are as follows:

January - 49 - Sammy Lugar
February - 77 - Ray & Vera Tuchewicz
March - ?? - To be drawn shortly

Congratulations to you all.

And remember, you can still join Golf-A-Lotto at any point in time and the earlier you do so, the more chances you will have of
winning a prize. For more details, please contact the office.

E -


mailto:office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk

Talk about being stumped!

On Monday 4th March, Ollie Gault’s drive at the 7th ended up here - talk about being stumped!!
(He took a penalty drop but still got a 5!).

[Perhaps he should have used his “tree” iron. You knew | had to say it...Ed.]

Left : This is a photograph of our 18th green
deep into November 2023 and it shows that
the Autumn conditions were good until the
start of December, and then this very high
rainfall winter started and has continued
unremittingly .




EGGS’ Presentation Lunch 2023/2024

On Friday 12th January, the EGGS held their Annual Prize-Giving Lunch at the usual place, The
Arden House Hotel. A good turnout of 37 EGGS were present and some of the winners are

pictured below.

The Raffle raised over £250 which will be donated to the club and/or other worthy causes later
in the year.
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Paul Stirling, winner of the EGGS Spoon (Matchplay Knockout)



Winner of the Bill Telfer Trophy

Ted Dagg,



lan McCartney, winner of the Eclectic Cup
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Andrew McMinn & Oliver Gault, winners of the lan Senior Trophy



Alex Kinnell, Sharpshooter for 2023
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Tim Jackson, Medaller of the Year 2023




Are Birdies good for you?

Golfers are starting to play their first competitive rounds of the season, which means those same golfers are wondering
how they can shoot lower scores heading into summer.

One way to do that, you might think, would be to make more birdies. While it's factually undeniable that turning pars into
birdies will help your score, trying to make more will probably do more harm than good.

Data collected by Shot Scope shows that for every single golfer, the key to lower scores isn't making more birdies, it's
eliminating the big, ugly, numbers.

How do I shoot lower scores?
Let’s take two sets of data: one from a scratch player and another from a 15-handicap player.

On average (remember, this is all about averages!) a scratch player will make 2.4 birdies-per-round. Not eight, not six
and not even three, but, give or take, two birdies every time they play 18 holes. Generally speaking, these birdies aren’t
coming from sticking it close on a 200-yard par-3s, either, but from par-5s, where scratch golfers will average under par.
Compare that to our 15-handicap player, and that number becomes 0.4 birdies-per-round.

Basically, a scratch player averages two more birdies a round than their 15-handicap playing partner, while taking around
15 shots less per round. All well and good, but where does the difference in score actually come from? It’s all about elimi-
nating double bogies or worse, and the data backs that up.

The same scratch golfer who is averaging less than three birdies a round is also averaging less than one double bogey
every round, 0.9 to be exact.

Compare that with a 15-handicap, and the average number of double bogies becomes 3.7.

While the difference in birdies made between our two players makes up two shots per round, the difference in doubles
makes up more than seven.

So, next time you stand on the first tee with a scorecard in your pocket, be realistic about how many birdies you’'re going
to make. If anything, trying to make those birdies is going to have the opposite effect, and you’'ll probably be marking
down more big numbers.

Instead, work on turning the double bogies, or worse, into something a little less destructive.

It might not earn you the course record, but your handicap index will thank you.

Ref: Copied and pasted from Bunkered Magazine

12 Putting out on the 11th winter green, 19th January, 2024.




Kookaburras

We've probably all seen these escapees from the Wildlife Park before (or at least heard them around the course), but I
couldn’t resist showing you these excellent photographs of them. And we now know what they like to eat for breakfast!

All photos taken just before 8 a.m. on 27th February,
2024 by Bradley Adams.




The Last Word (from the Editor)

Spring has sprung
It feels like it's been a longer winter than usual (or does it always feel that way, this time of the year when the days are
getting longer but it’s still cold and wet?) but opening day is already upon us and we’ll all soon be dusting down the old

clubs, bags, trollies and other paraphernalia we drag around the course in that never-ending pursuit of a good round.

We’'ve got a new Captain, a mostly-new Committee and a new-look Greenkeeping Team so some things have changed
but, hopefully, some things (like the excellent work done by ALL our volunteers and Greenkeepers) will not.

Enjoy your golf,
The Editor.

“ Nostalgia in reverse, the longing for yet another strange land, grew especially strong in spring. ’ ’

Vladimir Nabokov

Telephone: 01557 330 314
E-mail: office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk

Website: www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk
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Social media

n https://www.facebook.com/kirkcudbrightgolf/

u https://twitter.com/search?vertical=default&g=kbtgolfclub

l@l https://www.instagram.com/kbt golf
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